BAPTISM

Infants and Children
under age 16

St. Dominic Savio Parish is pleased to offer Baptism to 3 different age groups of
children. We encourage parents to plan at least 2 months in advance to allow sufficient
time for all the requirements to be fulfilled.

Baptism preparation program is required for both parents and sponsor(s).

It 1s also recommended to make a tentative Baptism booking which will be automatically
confirmed ONLY upon completion of all requirements no later than a week prior to the
ceremony.

When baptism demands exceed our capacity, priory goes to those families who have
already fulfilled all the requirements much in advance. To avoid delay, please complete
all the requirementsand submit them together as early as possible to
stdominicsavio.sacraments@caedm.ca including the message “Baptism for your child’s
full name on date of Baptism” in the subject line or drop them off in the parish
office. Baptism Requirements on our website is always the most updated version.

1.Infants and young children under the age of 7: Baptisms are celebrated year-
round on 1% and 3™ Sunday of the Month at 11:30am Mass except the seasons of
Advent and Lent.

2.0lder children attending elementary school at/above the age of 7: Baptisms
are celebrated once a year at Easter vigil. Children are required to attend
preparation classes for both Baptism (RCIA) and 1st Reconciliation and Eucharist.

3.0lder children attending junior/senior high school under the age of
16: Baptisms are celebrated ONLY once a year during Easter Vigil. Children are
required to attend preparation classes for both Baptism and Confirmation and
receive all the age-appropriate sacraments. 1st Reconciliation and Eucharist will
be prepared and arranged during the journey of Confirmation classes.
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Baptism Registration Requirements:

Infants and children under the age of 7: | Older children between the age of 7 and 15:

Registration form(s) (typing is preferable):

1. Baptism of a Child Form -

Appendix 603A including
signatures of both parents,
witness and the date of
registration on page 1.

The witness must be of 18 years of age.

1. Baptism RCIA Adapted For Children Form -
Appendix 612B including signatures of both
parents, witness and the date of registration on
page 2, along with one of the following forms:

For children attending elementary school at the
age of 7 and above, they are required to register
for the 1st Reconciliation/Eucharist or RCIA -
Adapted for Children.

Ideally, a witness should be a neutral third-party whose

sole purpose 1s to observe the person signing the registration form. By doing so, they can ensure
the validity of the identities of both signers. They could be friends, neighbors or co-workers. The
same witness may witness for each individual signature.

2. A copy of your child’s birth certificate with parentage.

3. At least one of the Catholic parents’ proof of Baptism Sacrament with one of the

following items:

a. A Baptism certificate from the respective church or the Archdiocese of the

area;

b. Catholic Marriage certificate;
c. A letter from any Catholic priest to testify the parent(s) indeed received

Baptism; or

d. Any witness from your baptism to fill out the Sworn Affidavit Facts
(Baptism) form provided by the Archdiocese of Edmonton.

4. Godparents’/sponsors’ proof of Confirmation Sacrament with one of the

following items:

a. Confirmation certificate or reprint from the respective church or the

Archdiocese of the area;

b. Most updated Baptism certificate reprint with Confirmation notations;
c. A letter from any Catholic priest to testify the godparent(s) indeed received
the Sacrament of Confirmation especially when the official records are no

longer obtainable ; or

d. Any witness from your Confirmation to fill out the Sworn Affidavit Facts
(Confirmation) form provided by the Archdiocese of Edmonton.
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Infants and children under the age of 7: | Older children between the age of 7 and 15:

One godparent/sponsor is sufficient and two 1s the most allowed with one of each
opposite gender. Details can be found in Selection Of A Sponsor. Godparent/sponsor
does not necessarily need to live within the country but does need to fulfill all the
necessary requirements even though he/she may not be able to attend the Baptism. If
married, be in a valid marriage recognized by the Catholic Church.

If no godparent/sponsor will be able to attend the Baptism ceremony, a Proxy will be
required to stand on their behalf. With the proof of valid baptism in advance, any
Catholic above the age of 16 can stand in as Proxy.

5. Along with an initiated Catholic godparent/sponsor, a validly baptized non-
Catholic person can be a Witness to the Baptism to indicate that there 1s a degree of
unity among Christians through Baptism. Details can be found in Christian Witness
Policy No. 606.

6. If you don’t already have a Home Parish, please also fill out our Parish-
Registration-Form to be a parishioner at St. Dominic Savio Parish. If you are not a
registered parishioner and don’t live within our boundaries, a letter of Permission from
your designated parish 1s needed for Baptism to be celebrated at St. Dominic Savio
Parish.

7. If your child is under the age of 7 and you wish to have your child’s photo to be
posted on the baptismal wall after baptism along with other baptized children’s
pictures, please email us or drop off her/his individual photo no later than a week after
the baptism.

Fee to cover materials cost:

It can be paid by cash or via E-transfer to StDominicSavio.Edm@caedm.ca including
your child’s full name and the sacraments needed such as Infant Baptism, Baptism with
I1st R/E or Baptism with Confirmation in the message box.

If you know anyone who prepared to receive sacraments in previous years
(before 2020) who has not yet received the sacraments, please speak to someone
in the parish or contact the parish office.

For more information contact Parish Office

Phone: 780-473-4259 ext 2

Email: stdominicsavio.sacraments@caedm.ca
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